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Sour Lights 


"Then he showed four lights when he wished 


them to set full sail and follow in his wake." 
From "First Voyage ‘Round the World by Magellan.” 
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GENOCIDE: THE CRIME AND THE PUNISHMENT 


"How long before the United States ratifies the Convention to outlaw this abortive crime against humanity?" 


Purpose 
Article I states: “The contracting 
parties confirm that genocide, whether 
committed in time of peace or in time 
of war, is a crime under international 
law which they undertake to prevent and 
to punish,” 


Provisions 

The Convention dated December 18, 
194%, defines the crime of genocide, and 
enumerates acts which shall be punish- 
able under the’ convention to outlaw this 
crime internationally. The Convention 
shall apply to any acts of genocide as 
defined, whether committed by cousti- 
tutionally responsible rulers, public of- 
ficials, or private individuals. Con- 
tracting parties will undertake to enact, 
in accordance with their respective con- 
stitutions, the necessary legislation to 
give effect to the Convention and to 
provide “effective penalties’. Persons 
charged with genocide shall be tried by 
a competent tribunal of the State in the 
territory in which the act was commit- 
ted, or “by such international penal tri- 
bunal as may have jurisdiction with 
respect to such contracting parties as 
shall have accepted the jurisdiction of 
such tribunal.” Acts of genocide shall 
not be considered as political crimes 
for the purpose of extradition, but the 
coniracting parties (nations) pledge 
themselves “to grant extradition in ac- 
cordance with their laws and treaties 
in force.” These parties may apply to 
competent organs of the UN to take ac- 
tion under the Charter, and any party 
1o a dispute may submit his case to the 
International Court of Justice. Twenty- 
one nations must ratify the Convention 
tu give it force, and it shall remain in 
effect for ten years, and it shall there- 


after remain in force for successive 
periods of five years for such contract- 
ing parties as have not denounced it at 
least six months before the expiration 
of the current period. The Convention 
shall cease to be in force after 16 such 
denunciations. Any contracting party 
may request revision of the Convention 
at any time, by writing the Secretary- 
General of the United Nations. 


W.1.L. Comment 

Mrs. Ruih Gage-Colby testified before 
the Sub-Committee of the Senate For- 
eign Relations Committee on January 
24 in behalf of the United States Sec- 
tion in favor of the ratification of the 
Convention for the Prevention and Pun- 
ishment of the crime of Genocide. Fol- 
lowing is a summary of her statement 
presenting reasons for WIL support of 
this Convention: 

(1) Former members of WILPF in 
Holland, France, Austria, Hungary, 
Germany, Finland, Poland and Czecho- 
slovakia became the first victims of 
genocide, as a result of their open oppo- 
sition to the violent and ruthless prac- 
tices of fascism. 

(2) The crime of genocide is a com- 
plete denial of WILPF ideals. Genocide 
is frequently the prelude to war. It 
descends to its worst levels in war, and 
is of course the end of freedom. 

(3) The Genocide Convention is in 
the spirit of our own Declaration of 
Independence which named the right to 
life as the first inalienable right. 

(4) The Convention specifically in- 
cludes children, who are at once the 
most innocent and the most terribly 
victimized of all the people wronged 
through genocide. 

(5) WILPF believes that no nation 
is safe from the pathological sadism as 


expressed in the crime of genocide. The 
more heavily veiled under the guise of 
patriotism, the more dangerous it is. 
this convention has within it the 
power to control deteriorating condi- 
tions before they reach the level of 
world wide violence and global war. 
Mrs. Colby pointed out that it took 
two years to draft the present Genocide 
Convention which has been judged 
sound and comprehensive by the highest 
legal authorities of our country and 
many other countries. She said that 
ratification was an obligation and an 
opportunity to put into operation not 
only an effective legal instrument, but 
a powerful moral force to uphold the 
principles of freedom and justice under 
law. Mrs. Colby marveled that Geno- 
cide has gone unnamed, unprevented 
and unpunished down the centuries 
This is an age of genocide, she empha- 
sized, citing such things as wanton kill- 
ing, physical and mental torture, steril- 
ization, and the stealing of children, of 
national, racial or religious groups. 


Status of Genocide 


Convention 

The Genocide Convention was adopt- 
ed by the United Nations General 
Assembly in Paris on December 9, 1948, 
and was signed by the diplomatic repre- 
sentatives of 43 nations. However, it 
becomes effective as international law 
only when 20 nations have ratified it 
formally. Seven, so far, have ratified 
—Australia, Norway. Ecuador, Iceland. 
Ethiopia, Panama and Guatemala. 

The Sub-Committee on the Genocide 
Convention, of our Senate Foreign Re- 
lations Committee (Senator Brian Mc- 
Mahon, Connecticut, chairman) has 
just concluded hearings on this con- 
vention. 
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Brotherhood: of Attitudes 


and Devices 

It is fitting that we should consider 
Genocide during Brotherhood Week. It 
is as comforting as it is rare, in these 
days of complex and difficult problems, 
to find an issue so cleanly cut in black 
and white. Obviously, the purposeiul 
refuting of the conception of the broth- 
erhood of man, is the cornerstone upon 
which death factories are built. 

This month thousands will hear ser- 
mons, lectures, radio appeals, and this 
year as in previous years, there will be 
one word emphatically spoken, whose 
reverberating echo will tease the thought 
processes of many unthinking people. 
‘That word is “tolerance”. 

To define tolerance is to see its in- 
herent weakness, and the inadequacy 
of any motive for constructive social 
relations which is based on that defini- 
tion. To tolerate—is to suffer to exist. 
In that “suffering to exist” lies a subtle 
bigotry. Implicit in its connotation is 
a suspicion of support of the myth of 
inferior and superior peoples. The 
word implies, though we recognize the 
differences in our cultures, beliefs, skin 
colors, we are nevertheless convinced of 
our superiority. That we are willing 
to endure another race or culture in 
our midst is substantial proof of the 
nobility of our character. “The bigot’s 
mind never doubts its own interpreta- 
tions in the area of its prejudices.” 

Tolerance is an attitude. It is the 
shadow and not the substance of good 
will. It is the “Let them eat cake” tossed 
willy-nilly to human beings siarving for 
economic equality and social justice. 
Attitudes are not enough. They pro- 
vide a soothing salve for the consciences 
of those who are unwilling to change 
the basic patterns of their thinking, and 
assume the resulting responsibility of 
such change. Seeming to be is not he- 
ing. An attitude of tolerance is fine. 
only if it is recognized as the nadir and 
not the zenith of our struggie for broth- 
erhood. 

To underestimate the value of such 
an attitude, however, would be follly. 
It is undoubtedly the first necessary 
step in the right direction. If in itself. 
it can never lead to brotherhood in the 
full meaning of the word, it has the 
power to check the tide of intolerance 
which, unchecked, develops into hatred. 

Recent history reminds us that hatred 
has a practical political function. It 
can be used as a cleaver to create a 


spurious division within a nation, and 
a nation thus divided is easy prey for 
dictatorship from the right as well as 
from the left. 

Hatred is a device. It is important 
for us, who are working for peace to 
remember that fact. Cold wars as well 
as hot wars use devices, misrepresenta- 
tions, fears, hatreds, as psychological 
weapons, and it matters little whether 
they are directed against a small group 
or a large group of human beings. To 
create peace, is to understand emotion- 
ally, as well as intellectually, the unity 
of mankind. Such mature understand- 
ing is not easily diverted by careless 
conversation, tabloid thinking, tech- 
niques, devices, nor does it limit the 
scope of its capacity for political action 
by aiming so low that it is satisfied 
with tolerance. 

It is in exercising our cherished 
political freedom that we can give sub- 
stance to our faith in humanity. The 
moral rightness of the adoption of the 
genocide convention by our senators is 
indisputable. It is up to us to see not 
only that our representatives adopt it. 
but it is also our job to remove from 
public office those who encourage hat- 
reds by not voting for its adoption. It 
is reasonable to deduce that they would 
be the very ones who would block fur- 
ther legislative proposals on civil rights. 
fair employment practices, and other 
measures designed for the greater secur- 
ity of the individual citizen. The geno- 
cide convention does not seek any dras- 
tic change in our existing society. It’s 
adoption involves only an expression of 
willingness on the part of the United 
States to outlaw a heinous crime against 
humanity. Our position of world lead- 
ership would be a tenuous one if we 
do not give it emphatic and vigorous 
approval. 


To the Editors 


“Two publications have bought arti- 
cles about the Art for Friendship pro- 
ject of the Delaware Coynty Branch of 
the WIL. The Christian Science Moni- 
tor has already printed a story and the 
Baptist youth publications have bought 
an article to be printed soon in 
Juniors.” — ANNETTE H. RicHaArRDs, 

West Chesier. Pa. 

“The Four Lights is fine. Can you 
send me some more copies? They will 
help me secure more members, per- 
haps.” —- Arice F. DReEcHSLER, 

Minneapolis, Minnesota. 


Annual Meeting 


The Annual Meeting of The Women’s 
International League will be held at 


CASANOVIA JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Casanovia, New YorK 
(near Syracuse, New York) 
JUNE 18-24, 1950 
$35 for the week 
Plan now to be a part of this signifi- 
cant meeting. . 


IT IS NOT 


The decision to manuf 
has been made. However 
to be authorized by Cong 
and Representatives immed 
riation. We can still stop t 
tunity to try to Stop the Mé 
Bomb! 


WHAT'S NEW 


The United States has taken a positive 
stand on no further aid to Nationalist 
China and no intervention in Formosa. 
lt has long been clear that the supplying 
of military aid to the Nationalist Gov- 
ernment of China was not only a futile 
policy but a dangerous one. 


* * * 


A new group of scientists is seeking 
to arouse science against ils key role 
in bringing terror and destruction to 
mankind. They have organized a So- 
ciety for Social Responsibility in Science 
to “find some constructive approach to 
the social problems involved in scientific 
endeavor.” 

The organization aims to “foster 
throughout the world a functioning co- 
operative tradition of personal morai 
responsibility for the consequences for 
humanity of professional acttivity. with 
emphasis on constructive alternatives to 
militarism.” (Worldover Press.) 


* * * 


Lord Boyd Orr, Nobel Peace Prize 
recipient. has expressed the intention 
of devoting a part of his prize money 
to the setting up, in London, of a peace 
center. He hopes it will be possible to 
bring together, for greater efficiency 
and fellowship, the headquarters of var- 
ious peace movements. (Worldover 


Press.) 


> manufacture the Hydrogen Bomb 
lowever, an appropriation will have 
y Congress. Write your Senators 
; immediately opposing the approp- 
ll stop the Bomb. This is our oppor- 
» the Manufacture of the Hydrogen 


TOO 


LATE! 


THAT'S 


GOOD? 


A remarkable gain in the amount of 
foodstuffs available for India’s millions 
is expected to result from a new process 
discovered at the Central Food Techni- 
cal Institute at Mysore. (Worldover 
Press.) 


* * 


The Worker’s Educational Associa- 
tion in Britain has found that students 
altending classes on social and cultural 
subjects total twice the number in 1939. 
More than 111.000 students went to 
6.380 such classes during the last year. 


* * * 


Out of 773 displaced persons broughi 
to the U. S. and sponsored by the Na- 
lional Lutheran Council. almost one- 
third have been given jobs “in profes- 
sion’—thai is. positions using their 
specialized skills and training. 

* * * 


The decision to make the hydrogen 
homb has eur senators worried: yes 
worried enough to do something about 
it! Perhaps now that the United State- 
has reached an all time high in crea- 
tions for world suicide they are awake 
to the startling realization that there 
is no other way to go but Back. 

Senator MceMahon’s global plan would 
head off the armaments race.“ Arina- 
ment races lead to war—under today’s 

(Continued next column! 


Alert Yourself ! 


The Eighty-first Congress has opened 
for the Second Session, with a calendar 
of legislation which promises much de- 
bate and political maneuvering in an 
election year when one-third of the 
Senaiors and the entire House of Rep- 
resentatives are up for election. Several 
issues that are priorities on the WIL 
program have come up early and kept 
us busy testifying and lobbying: (1) 
Kiatification of the Genocide Conven- 
tion; (2) Opposition to Extension of 
the Draft; (3) Opposition to manufac- 
ture of Hydrogen Bombs; and (4) Sup- 
port of the President’s policy of non- 
intervention in Formosa. 

Extension of the Draft may be de- 
bated in the House early in the session, 
so clear and unmistakable opposition 
to any compromise or form of peace- 
time conscription should be expressed 
in letters to your Representatives. 

The letters to the President on the 
Formosan question and on the manu- 
facture of the Hydrogen Bomb are 
printed so that you may know our policy 
and write the President if these are 
“live” issues when this reaches you. 
Washington Newsletter No. 8 carried 
hackground information on these issues. 


Assert Yourself! 


conditions Hydrogen war!” In brief, 
the senator from Connecticut asks to 
spend $10,000,000,000 annually for 5 
years to develop “Point 4”, develop 
atomic energy everywhere, and give 
general economic aid to all countries, 
including Russia. Now that’s news 
that’s good. 

Senator Bricker asserted, ““We should 
use every available means to impress 
on the people of the world the necessity 
for peace.” 

“20 Senators Press for World Unity” 
is another headline story as this issue 
goes to press, Senator Tobey, of New 
Hampshire urged that this country take 
the lead in iwrning the United Nations 
into a World Federation armed with 
sufficient power to keep peace every- 
where. This plea is backed by the fol- 
lowing senators: Tobey (N.H.), Pepper 
(Fla.), Graham (N.C.), Magnuson 
(Wash.), Murray (Mont.), Downey 
(Calif.), Hendrickson (N.J.), Johnson 
(Colo.), Humphrey (Minn.), Douglas 
(1ll.), Sparkman (Ala.), Withers (Ky.}. 
McMahon (Conn.), Hill (Ala.), Hunt 
(Wyo.), Johnston (S.C.), Long (La.), 
Thye (Minn.), and Morse (Ore.). The 
editors feel they all deserve letters of 
encouragement. 

Even Senator Tydings of Maryland, 
in a radio interview, urged that Presi- 
dent Truman make a new approach to 
Premier Stalin in an effort to work out 
a peace agreement with Russia on 
“decent terms”. 

These are but a few straws in the 
wind. The ill wind of the Hydrogen 
bomb is blowing some good! 


Within Our World 


The emergence of increasing number 
of countries in Asia and Africa as 
independent states is an outstanding 
event in this post-war era. 

Already the present U.N. Assembly 
is enriched by the delegation from the 
Union of India. The Republic of India 
was officially born on January 26, 1950, 
whose impressive recommendations to 
the General Assembly include many of 
those adopted in the solution of the 
problems involving the fate of the peo- 
ples of former Italian colonies. 

The Republic of the United States of 
Indonesia (U.S.I.) was born on Decem- 
ber 30, 1949. The Kingdom of Nether- 
lands transferred unconditional and 
irrevocable sovereignty over Indonesia 
to U.S.I. The United Nations commis 
sion for Indonesia had a significant 
share in bringing about this agreement. 

Lybia was granted independence, to 
become effective on January 1, 1952. 
The form of their future government 
and constituiion will be determined by 
the peoples themselves. 

Italian Somaliland will become an 
independent sovereign state at the end 
of ten years, during which period it 
will be placed under the International 
Trusteeship System with Italy as admin- 
istrating authority. 

Progress is being made over the 
knotty question of South West Africa, 
its legal and political status, its rela- 
tionship with the Union of South Africa 
and the welfare of its population. It 
should be recorded as a real success 
that delegates rose to ihe occasion and 
listened to the grievances of native tribes 
who had no adequate representation in 
the Assemblies of their own country 
though representing 90% of the inhabi- 
tants of South West Africa; but who 
put their trust in the world organization, 
turned to it and at their own expense 
sent their spokesmen to defend their 
case. The U.N. delegates honored 
themselves by honoring the spokesmen 
of these tribes. 

— Excerpt from Gertrude Baer’s Report to 

International Membership of WILPF. 


OUTWITTED 
Epwin 
He drew a circle that shut me out — 
Heretic, rebel, a thing to flout. 
But Love and I had the wit to win; 
We drew a circle that took him in. 


FROM THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER : 
JANUARY 24, 1950 
To the Editor of the Inquirer: 

T say let’s cut out all this palaver over the 
morai question of using more powerful atomic 
bombs and get on with our objective, the 
ultimate destruction of mankind. 

The sooner we end this sordid experiment 
called the human race, the sooner nature can 
return to whatever it was she was doing be- 
fore we human beings butted in. 

—K.C., South Mountain, Pa. 
Now that IS an idea! 
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Public Relations 

We believe in the WILPF. 

We believe that many women, all over 
this country, think as we do. They 
would join the WILPF if they knew 
about it. 

WE NEED MORE MEMBERS ! 

To get members we must make our- 
selves better known. And to make our- 
selves better known we need publicity 
. . « lots of it. 

Will ALL Publicity Chairmen please 
contact Mrs. E. W. Pollak, 27 West 70th 
Street. New York 23, New York, for 
information and suggestions in the use 
of radio, press and television. 

We have mimeographed material and 
transcriptions for your use. They do 
not do any good in the Philadelphia 
office. They are for you—members and 
publicity chairmen of the WILPF. 
Write to the Literature Committee in 
Philadelphia for additional data. 


- NOTE - 

It is, of course, understood that the 
achievements listed on the extra sheet 
of January Four Licuts were the result 
of efforts of other organizations as well 


as the WIL. 


So Much .. . For So Little! 


Let’s not hide our Four Licuts 
under a bushel—when it could be serv- 
ing a wider purpose than its present one 
of newsletter for WIL membership only. 

Our editorials, reports and letters not 
only underline and explain WIL policy 
and achievements, they delineate an 
area of activity for peace which is 
rarely reported in the commercial press 
and is therefore little known. We be- 
lieve that increased circulation will 
mean increased membership. 

Have you a friend—or more than one 
—who might be interested in receiving 
Four Licuts? Get her to subscribe 
(75c a year for non-members), or bet- 
ter still, subscribe for her. She will be- 
come a potential member. 

Or you may subscribe for a school or 
library. You name the library or school 
or simply send in a contribution marked 
“For a Library”. Fill in and tear off 
coupon below, today. 


THE WoMEN’s INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE 
For PEACE AND FREEDOM 
Literature Office 
2006 Walnut St., Phila. 3, Pa. 


Please send Four Licuts to: 


Enclosed is my check for $.......... 
(75c per subscription) 
Make checks payable to 
The Women’s International League 


A Letter to President Truman 


The world is at a cross-roads. The 
choice of direction involves life or death 
decisions. Life can be made more se- 
cure if the tensions between East and 
West can be resolved. Fear resolves no 
iensions. Fear only creates tensions, 
and makes reasonable behavior impos- 
sible. Yet we are being advised by 
some that our next step should be the 
building of the Hydrogen Bomb in 
order that we may create more fear in 
those we fear, and thus prevent a 
possible third world war. 

Genuine peace cannot be secured by 
the old pattern of reliance on competi- 
tion and an arms race. Rather, it will 
require a new pattern based on reason, 
reconciliation, government and law. 

The necessity for fresh approaches 
to the problem of atomic energy and ail 
weapons of mass destruction is being 
increasingly recognized here and in 
other countries. Since the period ot 
our atomic monopoly has given way 
to a period of atomic competition, we 
are faced with a new situation. The 
possible courses of action seem to re- 
duce themselves to two: either an arms 
race that threatens general destruction, 
or an effective program for universal 
disarmament. 

Mr. President, the atomic bomb was 
made in time of war. This Hydrogen 
Bomb would be a product of peacetime. 
The other bomb was made without the 
American people being aware of it. ‘This 
Hydrogen Bomb would seem to be made 
with our approval. 

Before you make such a decision we 
believe that every possible avenue of 
negotiation on international control of 
all weapons of mass destruction shvuld 
be explored and all concrete suggestions 
be thoroughly examined. 

Mr. Trygve Lie, writing in the Jan- 
uary “Scientific American”, made this 
significant statement: “In the final 
analysis we must not forget that al- 
though science discovered and harnessed 
atomic energy, only the art of politics 
can prevent the use of atomic energy 
for the destruction of man instead of 
his advancement. The solution of the 
problem of attaining agreement on ef- 
feciive international control of atomic 
energy will be a political solution — 
based, of course, on scientific facts, but 
possible only if the necessary political 
understandings are reached. So those 
of us who believe that agreement must 
be reached no matter how many months 
or years it takes, must dedicate ourselves 
to extending the area of political under- 
standing between East and West at every 
opportunity and in every possible way. 
We must do this not only in the atomic 
negotiations but in all other negotiations 
involving the two sides.” 

We believe in the power of moral 
choice. We believe that America has 
an unparalleled opportunity now to lead 
the world not toward another stage in 
a stepped-up armaments race, but in a 
determined effort to find constructive 


ways of resolving present problems. 
Therefore, Mr. President, we sincerely 
believe that the manufacture of the pro- 
posed Hydrogen Bomb would be a 
tragic misstep in the attempt to create 
a world of peace and freedom. 
Respectfully yours, 
Mrs. ALEXANDER STEWART, 
President, U. S. Section. 


THE SURVIVAL OF THE FITTEST 
Saray N. CLecHoRN 

“The unfit die: the fit both live and thrive.” 
Alas, who say so? — They who do survive. 
So when her bonfires lighted hill and plain, 
Did Bloody Mary think on Lady Jane. 
So Russia thought on Finland, while her heel 
Fell heavier on the prostrate common weal. 
So Booth of Lincoln thought: and so the High 
Priesis let Barabbas live, and Jesus die. 


Literature Corner 


Disarmament: A Positive Alternative 

An enlightening and convincing pres- 
entation of the immediate and practical 
necessity of universal total disarmament. 
Indispensable for Branch use during 
meetings concerning this momentous 
question. Write for a supply now. 
Two for 10c; fifty for $1.00. 
Disarmamen! for Economic Security 

An attractive leaflet presenting dis- 
armament from the viewpoint of its 
necessity for our economic security. 
Particularly useful as a basis for group 
discussion. Four for 10c; fifty for $1.00. 
The Pursuit of Peace 

A moving statement by Emily Greene 
Balch on the occasion of the Thirty-fifth 
Anniversary of the Women’s Interna- 
tional League for Peace and Freedom. 
In her inimitable style, Miss Balch re- 
calls the trials and successes of the WIL 
and voices an encouraging note for the 
future. 3 for 5c; 100 for $1.00. 
The United States and The Soviet Union 

Presented in morally practical terms 
are the widely recognized Quaker Pro- 
posals for Peace. A requisite for any 
comprehensive study of USA-USSR re- 
lations. every WIL member should read 
this booklet. 25c a copy. 

A Study Outline to accompany the 
hooklet is available at 15c a copy. 
The Chinese Conquer China 

In her new book, Anna Louise Strong. 
well-known international journalist. 
presents her reasons for believing that 
the present regime in China is a move- 
ment which originated within that 
country and is an expression of the 
Chinese of this day. Stirringly pre- 
sented and a must for an intelligent 
study of the present Chinese situation. 
Doubleday, $3.00. 
Peace Symbols 

Still available are a limited number 
of copies of this unusual work by Zonia 
Baber. Indispensable for teachers and 
parents, Peace Symbols contains 40 
beautiful photographs of peace monu- 
ments throughout the world—emphasiz- 
ing the people’s quest for peace. Excel- 
lent gift suggestion. $1.00 a copy. 


> 
| 
{ 
| 
| 
j 
a 
5 


